


























a 





TS 




















A MASTERPIECE FROM DULWICH ON VIEW IN THE FLEMISH EXHIBITION 
“HAGAR IN A LANDSCAPE”, BY SIR PETER PAUL RUBENS. 


The model for this painting by Sir Peter Paul Rubens (1577-1640) was the artist's second wife, Heéléne 


the 


Fourment, whose beauty is represented in so many of his pictures. It is one of the treasures of 
Dulwich College Picture Gallery, where it is catalogued as ‘‘ Hagar in the Wilderness '' ; and was included in the 
1811 bequest by Sir Francis Bourgeois, R.A. Although an engraving by F. le Roy shows the whole composition as 
Rubens painted it, with Ishmael standing on the left—a figure missing in the now-mutilated original—for 
many years the painting was called ‘* Portrait of Héléne Fourment When the Dulwich pictures were 
exhibited at the National Gallery in 1947 after they had been brought back from Wales, where they had 
been kept in safety throughout the war, this work, which had been cleaned, was given its original title 
There is little in the picture to suggest the sacred story, but it was seventeenth-century convention to 
represent historical and Biblical personages in contemporary dress. WHagar's sandals and the water-bottle 
at the bottom. left-hand corner are indications of the subject. Traces of an angel in the sky were revealed 
by the cleaning, but these are difficult to distinguish in a reproduction. The work, which is now on view 
at the Flemish Art Exhibition, 1300-1700, at the Royal Academy Galleries, is of outstanding beauty. It was 
painted c. 1630-2, about the same time as the ‘‘ Garden of Love’ in the Prado, in which the many figures 
of women in the crowded canvas are all portraits of Helene Fourment 
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»f New South Wales, and 
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